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New Orleans Food & Farm Network

2012 Farm Internship Program

Application

	Name 
	

	Address 
	

	City, State, Zip
	

	Phone 
	

	Email
	


(  Deadline for applicants is: February 15th, 2012 

Prior to internship, applicants must interview with NOFFN as well as the available Host Farm.

Please answer the following questions and return with application
1. What areas of farming interest you? Check all that apply.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vegetables       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tree Fruit      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small Fruit      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Herbs 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dairy      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eggs      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beef      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Poultry      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other livestock, please specify:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Value-Added – cheeses, canned goods, etc., please specify:
2. Provide a brief summary of your work experience and skills, including any gardening/farming/agricultural jobs, training, or experience you have had.
3. What has inspired or motivated you to pursue sustainable gardening / farming? Why do you want to intern with a local farm? 
4. Do you have any specific expectations, interests or requirements of your apprenticeship experience? (Topics to learn about, schedule limitations, exposure to retail sales, amount of physical labor, etc.) It is important to discuss these with potential host farms
5. How do you plan to utilize the knowledge gained through your internship? 
6. Do you plan to start your own your urban agriculture project? If so how will your future project support you or your community?
7. Are you able to commit to at least 10 hours of gardening / farming internship per week?  Yes/No?
8. Please include three references, with contact information.
PROCESS FOR SELECTING FARM INTERNS 
Upon receipt of application, NOFFN staff will communicate with applicant via email or phone. NOFFN will conduct an initial interview with applicant and then pass along applicant’s information to available host farm(s) for a second, on-farm interview with available Host Farm. If you are chosen to receive a farm internship with available Host Farm, we will confirm your volunteer agreement with them and keep your information on file. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
During the hiring/selection process, we strongly suggest Host Farms and Interns develop and write down a basic set of expectations for the internship including start and end dates, schedule, compensation (if available), primary and secondary responsibilities, and other important job related details. These expectations will provide a valuable reference point for both farms and interns. 
Interns are responsible for coming to an volunteer/employment agreement with Host Farm. Interns are responsible for working the agreed upon hours in a responsible and professional manner.  Once you have come to a volunteer/work agreement, please send NOFFN a copy of your agreement.  
Host Farms are responsible for establishing clear job expectations of Farm Interns, including: schedule, job requirements and responsibilities, etc. Intern’s start-date, end-date, schedule and activities are to be determined by the farm manager/supervisor and should be clearly communicated to interns, as well as included in the volunteer/employment agreement. 
Farm work is challenging work. Any conflict between intern and farm manager or supervisor should initially be addressed by the Host Farm and Intern. If conflict resolution is unsuccessful, NOFFN will do its best to help resolve the situation to everyone's satisfaction. Should resolution be unsuccessful, NOFFN will try to place intern with another farm, but cannot make any guarantees. NOFFN will also try to place a new intern for the farm but again cannot make any guarantees. 

GENERAL UNDERSTANDING & AGREEMENT 
I understand the general expectations and responsibilities outlined above and agree to them. I understand that applying to the Internship Program does not guarantee acceptance. 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 

Printed Name:  ______________________________________________
Date: ___________________________ 

PLEASE RETURN TO: 
ariel@noffn.org    RE: Farm Internship Program 
OR MAIL TO:
   NOFFN, 4840 Banks Street, New Orleans, LA 70119

